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Abstract. In this paper, I argue that AI literacy should be added to the list of 
primary goods developed by political philosopher John Rawls. Primary goods are 
the necessary resources all citizens need to exercise their two moral powers, 
namely their sense of justice and their sense of the good. These goods are 
advantageous for citizens since without them citizens will not be able to fully 
develop their moral powers. I claim the lack of AI literacy impacts citizens’ 
ability to exercise their sense of justice and their sense of the good. Without 
citizens having the ability to understand how AI technology works – including 
being aware of the social and political implications and the limits and possibilities 
of this technology broadly speaking – this could impact their ability to participate 
in a free, equal and fair society and their ability to carry out their conception of 
the good. Thus this paper is a call for AI literacy to be regarded as a basic good 
in a liberal constitutional democracy in order for citizens to be able to exercise 
their freedom and equality.  
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1 Introduction   

The aim of this paper is not to provide a technical solution for the implementation of 
AI literacy11 or add to the literature by expanding AI literacy competencies.2 Instead, 
I provide a philosophical foundation for the normative claim namely, that AI literacy is 
a basic need that should be safeguarded and enforced by the state in liberal 
constitutional democratic societies. The philosophical foundation of this argument rests 

 
1 In this paper I have focused on addressing why AI literacy as opposed to digital literacy should 

be regarded as a primary good. Digital literacy has a wider scope than AI literacy, where the 
latter is generally subsumed as a feature of the former [30]. The aim of focusing on AI literacy 
specifically and not digital literacy, in general, is to focus on the harms of AI technology on 
the moral powers of persons specifically given the timely nature of these harms in liberal 
democracies worldwide.  

2 For research providing technical solutions to the implementation of AI literacy see: [21, 23, 28, 
29]. 


